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1. BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

1.1. INTRODUCTION 
Author: Elizabeth Weber, MA; Architectural Historian, edited by Brett Carmichael, MA; Sr. Architectural 
Historian/Archaeologist-Lawhon & Associates, Inc.  

The literature review focuses on the proposed E. Main Street COTA BRT project and its immediate vicinity 
to identify known or potentially undocumented cultural resources that may be within its APE. The 
Literature Review Study Area is the Limits of Disturbance (LOD on attached mapping) plus a buffer of the 
adjoining modern parcels (Figures 1–3). This buffer is employed to fully encapsulate whatever is finally 
established as the APE. That APE would incorporate any minor alterations to the Construction Limits 
(LOD) as the process progresses and would include any potentially undocumented cultural resources that 
may be within its APE. The report author examined the following sources from the Ohio State Historic 
Preservation Office (OHPO), the State Library of Ohio, and various online resources:  

1. Mills’ (1914) Archaeological Atlas of Ohio 

2. OHPO database 

3. Ohio Archaeological Inventory (OAI) forms 

4. Contract Cultural Resource Management reports 

5. Ohio Historic Inventory (OHI) forms 

6. National Historic Landmark listings 

7. NRHP files, nomination form files, and Determination of Eligibility (DOE) files 

8. Ohio Historic Bridge Inventory forms 

9. Ohio Genealogical Society (OGS) Cemeteries 

10. USGS 7.5’ and 15’ series topographic maps, historical aerial photographs, and Franklin and Licking 
County historic atlases 

2.1. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES  
The Archaeological Atlas of Ohio (Mills 1914) does not indicate any pre-contact resources within or 
adjacent to the project. The types of resources recorded by Mills typically represent Woodland-period 
sites, such as enclosures, mounds, and villages. The burials noted by Mills could be associated with any 
period, but in general, Mills was probably not recording very many sites associated with pre-Woodland 
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occupations. Therefore, Mills’ atlas has limited utility in assessing the probability of pre-contact sites, 
although it is useful in understanding the distribution of monumental precontact architecture and major 
habitation sites.   

The Ohio Historic Preservation Office online GIS indicated one previously recorded archaeological site 
within a portion of the Study Area. LI1085 is an open, non-Aboriginal, Historic site, 251 square meters in 
size. It is located within the far eastern portion of the Study Area, in association with OHI LIC0126325. It 
is not adjacent to the LOD.  

3.1. PREVIOUS CRM PROJECTS  
A review of the SHPO contract CRM reports indicated that several previous studies had included portions 
of the current project area. Eight studies intersect the Study Area; four of those intersect the Limits of 
Disturbance (Table 1).   

Table 1 Previous Surveys within the Literature Review Study Area 

Survey 
ID # Title Author Date 

11015 A Preliminary Archaeological Survey Of Portions of the East Busway 
Corridor, Truro Township, Franklin County, Ohio Clarke 1978 

*14993 
Phase I Cultural Resources Management Investigations for the 
Approximately 4.8 ha (11.8 a.) Proposed Kroger Development in 
Etna Township, Licking County, Ohio 

Brown 2002 

16362 
A Phase I Archaeological Survey for a 13.6 ha (33.6 ac) Dominion 
Homes Housing Development East of McNaughten Road in Truro 
Township, Franklin County, Ohio 

Weller 2004 

17958 Reynoldsburg East/Keltner Properties Wireless Cellular Tower in 
Etna Township, Licking County, Ohio Meyer 2008 

18843 Cultural Resources Survey for the Proposed South of Main Housing 
Development within the City of Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio 

McDaniel et. 
all 1995 

*19091 
Phase I Cultural Resource Management Investigations for American 
Electric Power's 7.1 km (4.4 mi) Groves-Bexley 138kV Line Rebuild 
Project in Truro Township, Franklin County, Ohio 

Weller 2013 

*19035 

Addendum to Visual Inspection of Seven Areas of Proposed 
Ground-Disturbing Activity in Association with the Installation of 
Fiber-Optic Cable…………Hamilton, Madison, Plain Townships and 
the City of Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio 

Chidester et. 
all 2012 

*20968 
Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the Lincoln East Fiber 
Optics Project in Preble, Montgomery, Clark, Madison, and Franklin 
Counties, Ohio 

Gray & Pape, 
Inc. 2018 

* Previous Survey Area intersects with current Limits of Disturbance. 
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4.1. ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES 

NRHP Historic Districts  

The Ohio Historic Preservation Office online GIS indicated three historic districts listed on the NRHP 
within the Study Area (Table 2). Each of these is adjacent to the LOD, but none are intended to be 
impacted by the undertaking.  

Table 2 NRHP Historic Districts within the Literature Review Study Area 

Reference 
# 

Name Address Style/Type Criteria Status 

72001011 Ohio Statehouse Full block bound 
by High, 3rd, 
Broad, State Sts. 

Greek 
Revival 

Criteria 
A, C 

Extant - 
Designated 
NHL 

82001457 
& 
13000680 

Capital University Historic 
District (+ Boundary 
Increase) 

Bounded by E. 
Main St., Pleasant 
Ridge, Astor & 
College Aves 

Italianate, 
Late Gothic 
Revival, 
Moderne 

Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

83004287 Columbus Near East Side 
Historic District-Parsons 
Avenue (+ Boundary 
Increase) 

43-125 Parsons 
Ave. including 684 
Oak St. and 690 
Franklin Ave. 

n/a Criteria 
A, B, C 

Extant 

 

NRHP Individual Resources  

The Ohio Historic Preservation Office online GIS indicated 16 Individual Historic Properties listed on the 
NRHP within the Study Area (Table 3). Each of these is adjacent to the Limits of Disturbance, but none are 
intended to be impacted by the undertaking. 
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Table 3 NRHP Listings within the Literature Review Study Area 

Reference # Name Address Style/Type Criteria Status 
72001011   Ohio Statehouse 1 Capitol Sq. Greek Revival Criteria 

A, C 
Extant - 
Designated 
NHL 

73001436 Ohio Asylum for the Blind 240 Parsons 
Ave. 

Second 
Empire 

Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

73001441 U S Post Office & 
Courthouse 

121 E. State St. Richardsonian 
Romanesque 

Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

73002288 Peruna Drug 
Manufacturing Company 
Building 

115 E. Rich St. No Style 
Listed 

Criteria 
A, C 

Delisted - 
Demolished 

76001427 Trinity Episcopal Church 125 E. Broad St. Gothic 
Revival 

Criterion 
A, C  

Extant 

77001060 Columbus Savings & Trust 
Building 

8 E. Long St. Second 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

82003569 Long and Third 
Commercial Building 

104-114 E. Long 
St. 

Late 19th and 
20th Century 
Revivals 

Criteria 
A, C 

Delisted - 
Demolished 

83001967 Columbia Building 161-167 N. High 
St. 

Italianate Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

83001972 Second Presbyterian 
Church 

132 S. 3rd St. Romanesque Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

93000402 Central Building of the 
Columbus Young Men's 
Christian Association 

40 W. Long St. Late Gothic 
Revival 

Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

14000994 Ohio Finance Building 39-47 W. Long 
St. 

Commercial/ 
Chicago Style 

Criterion 
A 

Extant 

14000995 Gaetz Music House 49-53 W. Long 
St. 

Commercial/ 
Chicago Style 

Criterion 
A 

Extant 

15000322 Drexel Theater 2254 E. Main St. Art Deco Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

16000846 DelMonte Apartments 341-345 S. 3rd 
St. 

Romanesque Criteria 
A, C 

Extant 

SG100002877 Hartman Hotel 275 S. 4th & 
150 E. Main Sts. 

Second 
Renaissance 
Revival 

Criteria 
A, B 

Extant 

SG100008685 Columbus Center 100 E. Broad St. International 
Style 

Criterion 
C 

Extant 

Ohio Historic Inventory Resources  

A review of the OHI resources indicated only one resource within the proposed project footprint - the 
Greyhound Bus Terminal (FRA1039418) at 111 E. Town Street. There are 128 OHIs within the literature 
review study area (Appendix A). The table in Appendix A indicates OHIs that are adjacent to the Limits of 
Disturbance with an asterisk.   
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Determination of Eligibility (DOE) Resources  

Some of the OHI files included a SHPO Determination of Eligibility (DOE). A review of those files did not 
indicate any resources within the proposed project footprint. However, there are 14 DOE resources 
within the literature review study area (Table 4). While the project’s LOD will not physically impact any of 
these buildings, the lines do encroach on a few of their parcels. Nine of the DOEs are adjacent to the LOD; 
one of those has been demolished and one has been Listed in the NRHP.   

Table 4 Previously Recorded DOEs within the Literature Review Study Area 

DOE # SerNo./ OHPOID Address Eligibility 
Determination 

Associated 
OHI# Status 

18 106168/ 
2005FRA17178 

411-423 Wilson St. Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Demolished 

250 106168/ 
2005FRA17178 

423 Wilson St. Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Demolished 

*732 105039 / n/a 1433 E. Main St. Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Extant 
*803 106168/ 

2005FRA17178 
411 Wilson St. Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Demolished 

829 500083 / n/a 8995 E. Main St. Eligible, Criteria A 
& C 

UNK0000000 Extant 

*928 105039 / n/a 1435 E. Main St. Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Extant 
1622 1003150 / 

2004FRA33254 
145 N. High St. Yes FRA0111218 Extant 

*1809 1005871 / 
2005FRA582 

341-345 S. 3rd St. Eligible, Criteria C FRA0020818 NR Listed 
(16000846) 
/ Extant 

*2312 1031857 / 
2010FRA11223 

1023-1025 E. Main 
St. 

Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Extant 

*2313 1031858 / 
2010FRA11224 

1037-1039 E. Main 
St. 

Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Extant 

*2315 1032688 / 
2010FRA11845 

1047-1049 E. Main 
St. 

Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Extant 

*2316 1032689 / 
2010FRA11846 

379-381 S. Ohio 
Ave. (aka 1059 E. 
Main St.) 

Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 Extant 

2705 1041769 / 
2011FRA18791 

2254 E. Main St. Eligible, Criteria C UNK0000000 NR Listed 
(15000322) 
/ Extant 

*2811 1049434 / 
2013FRA24543 

33 N. 3rd St. Eligible, Criteria C FRA0041118 Extant 

*Adjacent to current Limits of Disturbance 
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Ohio Genealogical Society Cemetery Resources  

A review of OGS cemeteries indicates two within and/or adjacent to the literature review study area. The 
first (OGSID #5619) is in downtown Columbus and the second (OGSID #8944 and 5915) is at the far east 
end of the study area (Table 5). The Trinity Episcopal Church Columbarium (OGSID #5619) is adjacent to 
the Limits of Disturbance while the Glen Rest Memorial Estate (OGSID #8944 and 5915) is not adjacent. 
Neither of these resources is intended to be impacted by the proposed project.  

Table 5 OGS Cemeteries within the Literature Review Study Area 

Reference # Name Address Style/Type 
5619 Trinity Episcopal 

Church Columbarium 
125 East Broad Street Columbariums Only 

8944 (also 5915) Glen Rest Memorial 
Estate 

At Licking County and Franklin 
County line. On south side of US 
40 (National Road), apx, 975’ 
west of Taylor Rd. (in both 
counties) 

Active 

Historic Bridges  

SHPO’s GIS data does not indicate any Historic Bridges within the literature review study area. ODOT’s 
TIMS Bridge Inventory shows eight historical resources within the study area (Table 6). These bridges are 
mainly along E. Main Street, though a few are located downtown. ODOT’s internal assessment is that all 
the historical bridges are Not Eligible for the NRHP.   

Table 6 ODOT Bridges within the Literature Review Study Area 

Structure File # Location Facility 
Carried Date Status 

2501562 0.43 mi. S. of US 40/ 
Franklin Co. Main St. CR-580 1963 Not Eligible  

2502763 2.96 mi. E. of SR16/ 
Franklin Co. US-40 1969 Not Eligible 

2502844 1.7 mi. E. of SR317/ 
Franklin Co. Main St. (US-40) 1972 Not Eligible 

2534517 0.1 mi. E. of Alum 
Creek Dr./ Franklin Co. Main St. 1900 Not Eligible 

2560410 250 ft. S. of Main St./ 
Franklin Co. 

Country Club 
Road 1956 Not Eligible 

2563586 Near Brookside Dr./ 
Franklin Co. Main St. (US-40) 1936 Not Eligible 

2590000 150 ft. W. of Nelson 
Rd./ Franklin Co. NS Railroad 1929 Not Eligible 

4502019 0.15 mi. E. of Franklin 
Co. Line/ Licking Co. US-40 1951 Not Eligible 
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Historical Map and Aerial Photograph Review  

Examination of available historical maps dating to the mid-nineteenth century allows for a reconstruction 
of landscape history and can identify the potential for historical resources within a project area. Maps 
from 1883 and 1895, were examined and neither explicitly show historical resources that may still be 
located within the project area as city and neighborhood blocks are the only drawn depictions; however, 
these block footprints have remained relatively unchanged despite the metropolitan expansion of 
Columbus. However, the 1895 map does display notable building locations within the Columbus city 
limits, like the State Capitol. Both maps display parcel ownership within the project area outside of the 
Columbus city limits.   

Aerial photographs (available online at NETR 2024; Google Earth) show the project area as early as 1953. 
Within the Columbus city limits, historical aerial photographs depict a high concentration of smaller 
skyscrapers and older commercial buildings along N. 3rd Street and E. Main Street. Building stock east of 
modern I-71 was primarily residential and smaller commercial buildings, with a few manufacturing 
facilities scattered throughout. The concentration of buildings east of Bexley towards Whitehall begins to 
dwindle to create sporadic pockets of housing developments and fields. Around Rosehill Road within 
Reynoldsburg, these developments turn into smaller single-family farmhouses with large acreage 
farmsteads. The 1963 aerial imagery depicts heavy ground disturbance to clear land for modern day I-71. 
Both Whitehall and Reynoldsburg have undergone development with more residential developments and 
smaller pockets of fields in these photographs. There are portions of the Study Area that have been 
demolished and reconstructed over this short period.   

By 1980, both I-71 and I-270 were completed, and development along E. Main Street had skyrocketed. 
Residential and commercial development were prominent along the eastern portion of the Study Area, 
with only a few small fields interrupting the new housing developments in Whitehall and more rural 
Reynoldsburg. Building stock in downtown Columbus varied along E. Main Street as large portions of 
historical-era building stock had been torn down to make way for parking lots and garages. Newer 
skyscrapers appear noticeably larger than the previous structures surrounding the city. The 1994 aerials 
depict these same trends, though there appears to be more pockets of ground disturbance and demolition 
throughout the entire Study Area. Modern aerials show the newer skyscrapers throughout downtown 
Columbus, and its metropolitan area has stayed relatively the same as the 1980 and 1994 aerials apart 
from common developments and demolitions seen in other cities and metropolitan areas throughout the 
state.   

The continuous expansion and growth of Columbus and the surrounding metropolitan area along E. Main 
Street throughout the previous eight decades has significantly altered the historical setting and visual 
aspects of the remaining historical-era resources, a trend typical within highly urban settings. Despite 
this, there are many extant residential and commercial buildings that are decipherable on the 1953 
aerials. Alterations and expansions were not constrained to the Study Area only – there are many 
portions just outside of the Study Area that experienced significant alterations apart from the Near East 
Side Historic District (83004287). 
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Overall, historical aerial photographs show the project area has been extensively modified through 
development. While some of the extant historical-era buildings within the project area have been 
included in the Ohio Historical Inventory (OHI), some of which have SHPO Determinations of Eligibility 
(DOEs), most surveyed properties lie just outside of the Study Area. As might be expected, a large portion 
of historical buildings within and just outside of the Study Area in downtown Columbus have been 
previously inventoried (OHIs) and/or subjected to more intensive survey (DOEs). Several of those have 
been listed on the NRHP or are within an NRHP Historic District. Outside of the Columbus city limits, 
there are far fewer previously inventoried resources including OAIs, OHIs, DOEs, and NRHP Listings. Only 
a few of these resources will have any visibility of the above-ground aspects of the BRT project.   

The only areas that are recommended for further study are areas where above ground elements will be 
added or removed by the project. These include each of the 16 new bus station locations and resources 
immediately within visual range of those points, along with the parcel of the existing Greyhound Bus 
Terminal (OHI: FRA1039418) at 111 E. Town Street, which will be demolished by the project. Finally, the 
location of the proposed terminal building at the eastern end of the project should be examined for 
archaeological resources in undisturbed context, and the surrounding parcels with historical resources 
should be assessed for potential visual effects resulting from the new construction.   
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